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CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 3332 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJ: PANAMANIAN ELECTED TO PRESIDENCY OF WORLD PEACE COUNCIL 

1. ACCORDING TO THE JUNE 10 EDITION OF MATUTINO - WHICH CITED 
FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS AS ITS SOURCE - DR. CAMILO O. PEREZ, 

PRESIDENT OF THE PANAMA COMMITTEE FOR PEACE AND SOVEREIGNTY. 

HAS BEEN ELECTED TO THE PRESIDENCY OF THE WORLD PEACE COUNCIL. 
PEREZ, WHO IS ALSO DEAN OFITHE UNIVERSITY OF PANAMA FACULTY 
OF LAW AND POLITICAL SCIENCE, WAS REPORTEDLY UNANIMOUSLY 
CHOSEN DURING THE COUNCIL’S RECENT 25TH ANNIVERSARY SESSION 

IN PARIS. 

2. IN COMMENTING ON THE ORGANIZATION S SELECTION OF A 
PANAMANIAN, MATUTINO NOTED THE OPPORTUNITY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
PUBLIC OPINION TO BECOME YET BETTER INFORMED OF PANAMA'S STRUGG- 
LE AND ATTRIBUTED PEREZ S ELECTION TO PANAMA'S POSITIVE EFFORTS 
ON BEHALF OF PEACE AND FOR RECOVERY OF THE CANAL ZONE. 

3. COMMENT. AN INTELLECTUAL WITH A PENCHANT FOR TWITTING 
THE GOVERNMENT IN HIS CRITICA COLUMN, PEREZ HAS MADE A 
RATHER SUCCESSFUL CAREER FOR HIMSELF AS AN "INDEPENDENT" NATION- 
ALIST AND SELF-APPOINTED INTERLOCUTOR WITH LOCAL LEFTIST GROUPS 
AND INTERNATIONAL "PEACE" MOVEMENTS. WHILE HE TAKES CONSIDERABLE 
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PRIDE IN AND CARFEULLY CULTIVATES HIS IMAGE OF INDEPENDENCE 
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VIS-A-VIS THE GOVERNMENT, PEREZ SUPPORTS THE GOP CANAL POSITION 
AND HAS NOT NEGLECTED TO MAKE HIMSELF USEFUL TO GENERAL 
TORRIJOS - MOST RECENTLY IN CONNECTION WITH LAW STUDENT AGITAT- 
ION FOR JUDICIAL REFORMS. OFTEN ACCUSED OF PRO-COMMUNIST 
SYMPATHIES, PEREZ APPEARS POSSESSED MORE OF AMBITION THAN 
MARXISM, AND HE HAS DENIED TO US ANY AFFILIATION WITH OR 
AFFINITY FOR THE COMMUNIST PARTY. 

JORDEN 
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